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ACADEMIC SENATE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - AGENDA 

January 29, 1985 

FOB 24-B 3:00 PM 

Chair, Reg Gooden 

Vice Chair, Barbara Weber 

Secretary, Sam Lutrin 

I. Minutes 
II . Announcements 
III . Reports 
Provost's Report 
IV. Business Items 
A. 	 Resolution on Establishing an Ad Hoc Committee to Reflect on 
Campus Reorganization (Gooden) ATTACHMENT 
B. 	 Resolution - Proposal for Policy Statement Specifying 
Differences Between Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Science Degrees at Cal Poly (Sparling; Curriculum) 
ATTACHMENT 
V. Discussion Items 
A. Professional Ethics Committee 
) 

ACADEMIC SENATE 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE AD HOC 

COMMITTEE TO REFLECT ON OUR CAMPUS.REORGANIZATION 

WHEREAS, 
WHEREAS, 
WHEREAS, 
WHEREAS, 
RESOLVED: 
RESOLVED: 
The recent reorganization of the University 
resulted in an awkward solution for some mem­
bers of the NRM Department~ and 
The transfer of classes from a department empha­
sizing "management" to a department emphasizing 
"pure science" might alter the contents of the 
curriculum~ and 
The transfer of classes without the transfer of 
the faculty involved in the generation and teach­
ing of those classes differed from the recommenda­
tion of the faculty~ and 
The above-mentioned transfer effectively inter­
rupts the "life work" of the faculty in the NRM 
Department responsible for th~ teaching of fisher­
ies and wildlife management~ therefore, be it 
That the Chair of the Academic Senate appoint an 
ad hoc committee comprised of Tom Hale, Tim Kersten, 
and Barton Olsen to review the process resulting 
in the foregoing state of affairs~ and be it 
further 
That the Ad Hoc Committee recommend a policy that 
would be less startling and disruptive, should 
the occasion again arise. 
ACADEMIC SENATE 
CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 
PROPOSAL FOR A POLICY STATEMENT WHICH SPECIFIES THE 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN BACHELOR OF ARTS AND BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES 

AT CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 

Background information: Last year the Academic Senate Curriculum 
Committee was asked to prepare a policy statement which would diff­
erentiate between Bachelor of Science degrees and Bachelor of Arts 
degrees at California Polytechnic State University, SLO. The need 
for this arose when some departments at Cal Poly proposed to change 
their B.A. degrees to B.S. degrees. The requests were refused by 
the Chancellor's Office in part because Cal Poly, SLO, had no campus 
policy which specified the differences between the two degrees. 
There appear to be few, if any, features that will always separate 
B.A. and B.S. degrees, but the Academic Senate Curriculum Committee 
has made an attempt to differentiate between the two degrees and sub­
mits the accompanying resolution for consideration. 
At present, six B.A. degrees are given at Cal Poly (English, Recrea­
tion Administration, History, Political Science, Liberal Studies, and 
Speech Communication). In Fall, 1983, there were about 1164 students 
enrolled in these degrees. 
Where there are numbers of units given in the proposal, the units are 
taken from Title V or/and CAM: 
Title V requires 72 quarter units in GE&B for both the B.S. and 
B.A. 
For the B.A., Title V specifies 36 quarter units in the major, 
and 18 quarter units of 300-400 series courses in the major. 
CAM specifies 48-60 quarter units in the major, and 24 quarter 
units of 300-400 series courses in the major. 
For the B.S., Title V specifies 54 units in the major, and 27 
quarter units of 300-400 series courses in the major. CAM speci­
fies 54-70 quarter units in the major, and 27 quarter units of 
300-400 series courses in the major. 
B.A. degrees as presently given at Cal Poly require from about 
52 to 60 quarter units in the major, depending on the department, 
and from 36 to 56-60 quarter units of 300-400 series courses in 
the major, depending on the department. 
) 
WHEREAS, 
WHEREAS, 
RESOLVED: 
The separation of the two bachelors' degrees developed 
in England, where the faculty of arts was separate from 
the faculty of science. In the United States, the fac­
ulties are usually combined, but the two degrees still 
exist. With the combined faculties, the result has been 
that the distinction between the two degrees has become 
blurred, and 
There is a need to develop a policy here at Cal Poly 
that will serve to distinguish the difference between 
the two bachelors' degrees. The policy will serve as 
a measure to determine if degree changes . or proposed 
degrees for new majors are appropriate; therefore, be it 
That the Administration of California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo, adopt the following as 
policy defining the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of 
Science degrees: 
1. 	 Both the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of 
Science degrees should have a reasonable balance 
of three components: 
a. 	 A major providing depth of preparation in an 
academic or vocational field. 
b. 	 General education and breadth providing basic 
university-level education in science and 
mathematics, in the social sciences, in the 
arts and humanities, and in human communication. 
c. 	 Electives chosed to fit the student's prefer­
ences or needs. (It is recognized that the 
number of these electives may be fewer in some 
degrees because of accreditation requirements, 
but the inclusion of some electives is impor­
tant.) 
2. 	 A Bachelor of Arts Degree: 
a. 	 provides a broad and balanced liberal arts 
education. 
b. 	 is usually less specialized than a Bachelor 
of Science degree. 
c. 	 requires 186 quarter units for the degree; 
48-60 quarter units in the major; and 24 
quarter units of 300-400 series courses in 
the major. 
d. 	 is normally awarded in such majors as the 
languages, literature, other humanities, and 
history. 
3. 	 A Bachelor of Science Degree: 
a. 	 is grounded in scientific methodology. 
b. 	 often involves technical fields. 
c. 	 requires 186-198 quarter units for the degree 
(186-200 for engineering)~ 54-70 quarter units 
in the major~ 27 quarter units of 300-400 
series courses in the major. 
d. 	 is normally awarded in such majors as the 
physical and biological sciences, engineering, 
and agriculture. 
